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Hitting

bull’s-eye with

anti-airgun initiative

Minister Mama Narung’s ‘Alngun Surrender Abhivan’ and call for going

badk 10 old-sryvie hunting have received backing of tribes in Arunachal
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Reverse sermoa: An Jrgun sumender comemony baing held in Arunachal Pradesh. SPecial Asmancesest

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

aw do you stop people from bunt-
ing? By advising them to hunt.

In March 2021, Arunachal Emi-
romment, Forest, and Chimate Change Minis-
ter Mama Natung made an improampeu an-
nouncement in the 60-member State
Assembly that he would wean people away
from hunting “rare animals and birds get-
ting rarer by the day™.

For a second, he thought he had made a
mistake. Stopping people from hunting - a
tradition for many amony the 140 tribes and
sub-tribes across the 83.743-5q. km State
with about S0% forest cover — was easier
said than done. My mind said it was impos-
sible but oy heart said otherwise. Then and
there in the House, | decided to lnench an
airgun surrender programme from my vil
Lgge Lamdang” Mr. Natung told The Hindw.
He knew asking people not to hunt would be
counter-productive. He advised them to
maintain the tradition, but in the old style -
with bows and arrows or any other weapon
their forefathers used.

“With a bow anxd arrow, a bunter cin 2
mast kill Sx birds and animalks in 2 year, But
an airgun makes him hunt 200 or more and-
mals in a day, and that needed to stop be-
cause we have been losing our fauna, many
not found anywhere else on earth.” he said.

The ‘reverse sermon’ worked. Aboat a
week after his announcement in the As-
sembly, villagers of Lamdang gave up 46 aar-
guns. The Aingun Surrender Abhiyan, recog-
nised 2 the UNESCO% Intermational

Conference on B Reserves in Malay-
sia in Novemnber this year, took off. Almast 21
months later, a total of 2467 airguns have
been handed over to the State’s Forest De-
partment.

Tip of the iceberg

“1I know it is just the tip of the iceberg. There
are many, many more ainguns and other &
rearms still in the possession of people
acrass Arunachal Pradesh, but at least we
have made a start.” Mr. Natung sakl.

The anti-airgun movemert entailed travel
for the Minister and Forest officials. During
several such tours, villagers were apprehen-
sive about not having enough “good food™ to
eat if they gve up bushmeat. *1 kept telling
them their fears were unfounded because
alternative meats are availible in the mar-
kets these days, even in farflung areas,
thanks to the Pema Khandu government’s
push for poultry, piggery, and other frm in-
itiatives,” he sal.

Mzr. Natung and his team also went about
explaining how the birds arx! animalks pro-
vide them with agricultural services and
help them exist. Bedore Joag, people began
arganising airgun surrender ceremonies lo-
cally. In central Arunachal Pradesh’s Pasigh-
at area, for instance, some villagers shunned
airguns after realising pests had taken over
their paddy fields because the bards, their
nemesss, had been hunted owt.

In Lamdlang and adjoiming areas, the
chirps of birds and the squeaks, barks, and
howks of animals have virtually replaced the
gunshots. "It feels like the good old days,”
Raclhe Natung, a Jocal resident said.
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Vessel with 20 Indians on board hit by drone
in the Arabian Sea; Navy, Coast Guard step in

Dinakar Peri
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

In what could be the crisis
in the Red Sea spilling
close to Indian waters, a Li-
beriaflagged  merchant
vessel, Chem Pluto, was hit
by a suspected drone on
Saturday just outside the
Indian Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ).

The Coast Guard and
the Navy swung into action
to assist the vessel that suf-
fered significant damage,
though the crew were re-
ported safe. The vessel is
now heading towards
Mumbai.

The ship with 21 crew

members - 20 Indians and
one Vietnamese national -
was located around 217
nautical miles from the
Porbandar coast in the Ara-
bian Sea when it was hit.

‘Damage assessment’

“The vessel has started
making its way towards
Mumbai post undertaking
damage assessment and
repairs on its power gener-
ation systems. The vessel is
likely to enter Mumbai and
has sought escort assis-
tance due to steering is-
sues. ICGS Vikram will be
escorting the ship during
its passage,” Commandant
Niranjan Pratap Singh,
PRO, Indian Coast Guard,

Aphoto of Chem Pluto taken by a surveillance alrcraft of the Coast
Guard after a suspected drone attack on Saturday. ice

said in a statement. Earlier
in the day, the Coast Guard
directed ICGS Vikram,
which was on deployment
in the Indian EEZ, towards
the merchant vessel. The

Liberian-flagged  tanker
was moving from Saudi
Arabia to Mangaluru with
crude, as per marine track-
ing portals. A Coast Guard
Dornier aircraft reached

the location for visual in-
spection and established
communication with Chem
Pluto, Commandant Singh
said. The Navy too dis-
patched a maritime patrol
aircraft which armived over-
head the merchant vessel
and ascertained the safety
of the crew. "A warship has
also been despatched to
provide any assistance as
required,” a Navy official
said in the day giving an
update on the situation.

Chem Pluto reportedly
commenced its voyage
from the UAE on Decem-
ber 19 and was scheduled
to arrive at the New Manga-
lore Port on December 25,
the Coast Guard stated.
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Cash transfers help Bengal women
take financial decisions, says study

But issues such as child marriage, domestic violence require spedial attention. says the Pratichi Trust study: it says 8555% of

women say they decide on spending the money: the State gives 1,000 to women from SCST group and 3500 to others

KOLKATA

study by Amartya

Sen's Pratichi Trust

on Lakshmir Bhan-
dar, one of the flagship
schemes of the West Ben-
gal government, points out
that the cash incentives
have increased the women
beneficiary’s ability to
make financial decisions
and position in the family,
but larger issues of child
marriage and domestic
violence require special
attention.

“From the gender per-
spective, although issues of
security, dignity, and free-
dom of choice for women
are being addressed to a
certain  extent through
Lakshmir Bhandar, larger
background realities like
child marriage, and dom-
estic violence still need
special attention,” the re-
port by Pratichi Trust said.

The study published re-
cently pointed out that
85.55% of women report
that they decide how w
spend the money them-
selves, followed by joint
decision-making with their
husbands at 10.76%.

Another interesting fi-
gure that the study points
out is that the majority of
the respondents report
that their position in their
family is enhanced due to
Lakshmir Bhandar
(Yes=61.07T%, No~=38.93%).
The picture across social

Women empowerment: A tableau showcasing the features of the Lakshmir Bhandar scheme during
the Republic Day celebration in Kolkata in 2023, DESASISH BHADURI

groups Is also mostly equit-
able (though the percep-
thon of $Ts might demand
maore probing).

flagship programme to
provide financial assis-
tance to women from eco-
nomically weaker sections
of soclety in the 2560 age
group, provides 31,000 ev-
ery month to women from
Scheduled Caste and Sche-
duled Tribe households
and 500 a month for oth-
er categories. The scheme
was announced by Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
in February 2021 during
the the Assembly election
campaign. The West Ben-
gal government annually
spends over 15,000 crore
on the scheme and the

number of beneficiaries
has increased to about 2
crore.

The study published re-
cently points out that from
the “policy point of view, it
is important to ensure that
there is conversation and
awareness regarding the
conflicting realities of
domestic violence, child
marriage and gender-
based discrimination on
the one hand and the be-
nefits or freedom that ac-
crue to women as a result
of direct cash transfer pro-
grammes on the other*”.

Child marriage an issue
Despite schemes such as
Lakshmir Bhandar and Ka-
nyashree (scheme provid-
ing cash incentives for

school-going girls) child
marriage continues to be a
challenge for the policy
makers in West Bengal.

In its report, the re-
searchers of the Pratichi
Trust have pointed out that
Lakshmir Bhandar has pre-
sented before women of
“modest background con-
siderable promises for
making a difference to
their quotidian lives”. The
study emphasised that en-
titlement, however, small
but regular and steady has
a multiplier effect on the
lives of the benefciaries.

“How ‘small’ an amount
iIs may not be measured
only in terms of its quanti-
ty, but also with respect to
fts qualitative potential.
One indication of this far-

reaching potential of the
scheme that we have
gleaned from the grass-
roots is that some of the re-
cipients talk about their
entitlements to both wel
fare and workfare,” the pu-
blication added.

Sabir Ahamed, national
research coordinator of
Pratichi Trust, who has
been part of the study said
that recommendations on
the study include that wo-
men from similar econom-
ically deprived back-
grounds particularly those
from the OBC category and
Muslims be treated at par
with SC/ST category as far
as the cash entitlement is
concerned.

Mr. Ahamed also added
that there should be an ar-
tempt to enhance ST parti-
clpation in the scheme.

“Primary survey shows
that the enrolment of STs
in this scheme is still low in
comparison to the propor-
tion of their population.
Concerted efforts need to
be taken to augment their
participation. Duare Sar-
kar outreach programmes
may be arranged in tribal
settlements to address the
issue of their spatial isola-
tion.” the study points out.

The trust set up by Mr.
Sen has held studies and
come up with reports on
Duare Sarkar (an outreach
programme of the West
Bengal government) and
the grievance redressal cell
of the State government.



https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

TN. study says caste
bias among students
most rampant in
Cuddalore district

CHERNAL

Cuddalore  disrict  ac-
coumis fior most number of
sthools where  students
practise caste discrimina-
tiom im Tamil Madu, shows

lri.r:unu.rmrnd.ﬂst:puﬂe
and indulged in case-
hased talk. The TNUEF al-
=0 sugpeseed solitions amd
submitied them o the
Chiief Minister. The seonmd
an the bst & Madurai, as
the rural pans of the dis-
rict practsed caste dis-
crimination at schools.
Publishing the resulis of
the survey in Chennai on
Samrday, TNUEF State se-
cretary K- samuel Raj said
many schonls refised o

w' Scheduled Casie

The Tamil Madu U
touchability  Eradication
Front survey was condud-
ed in 36 districts.

It posed 78 questians
stadents of 321 povern-
memt schonls, 55 povern-
ment-aided schook and 62
private schools.

Discrimimation in bus
Thee survey says caste-con-
licts amang students at ov-
erls weere brought
i the anendon of the
school authorities. in The
mi, students Boed discrimi-
mation while travelling by
bus to schools.

The survey says that stu-
dEﬂqujd‘me marth
Chennai indulged n casie-
bawed seasing and shars
and talling ill of certain
Castes.

Srudemis in 33 schoals

Ihe survey reguui
savs siwdents of
schonls jn arih
I'.ﬂ].'i hll.l o I h

L of cenain casies

wore Cisie markers sach 2
threads, bimdi, tokens, and
photos o denote  their
CastE.

=50 far, casie threads
were beard of, but new
markers have surfaced,”
Mir: Samuel Kaj sid.

Influence of maovies
As for t]'iensbemﬂu:m

ul' cinema an
said, “Many [IJl 'I'I!fl

known ta poTtny i.]:l.‘l:l'll.l:‘-
ular actor's charmcier, or
the actor mself, with cas-
teist remarks om  ther
shirts, umder-shims or
vehicles "

Women siudents in six
districts  felt  threatemed
amd unsafe in their dass-
rooms, while siudenis in
three districts have been
senmlly barassed, the sar-
vey found.

The repont also showed
that casteism was rampant
among teachers, oo, in
salary, clasrooms, and

plavgnounds.

“A comprehensive doow-
ment an equality guidance
has h:be?uhhﬂmd by the
government. Additionally,
teachers and staffl mem-
bers must undergo train-
ing, and changes have
be made o the cumios-
humy,” bir. Samue] Raj suid.

The Tamil Nadu Un
touctability  Eradication
Fromt u the govern-
ment mfpkﬂnm s
Ihutions within a month.

“We will publish the
school names, if actiom
isn't taken,” its members
warned


https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045

https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

Will new telecom Bill streamline the sector?

Homw does the government plan w consolidate the L for windess neworks and Intermet service

windors? Has thee licensing

roscechure bosen ewed for telecom o

rators? What are industry

plavers saving? What are the conoerns raised by digital ighis groups?

Laggrinl Chandra

The story so fan
I Telsonmmumications Bill, 2003,
was pasmed im Parliamens this week.
Wheen & receives the assent of the
President, the Bill will replace thres
archaic bws such as the Telegraph Aot of 1885,
the Indian Wireless Te p Aot of 1533 and
The Telegraph Wires Posmession} Act,
1850, It aims ta corsolidaie the bw for wireless
metwarks and Intermet service , amd

:ﬂ: ?‘muhq:plnmnl'nrbuem
permits for

What is the Telecommumications Bill, 5K
The Hill gowerns authorisaiion of
pelecommamicaiion networks and senvices,
pravides for auctioning as well as administrative
allncation of spectnum, defines the mechanism
fior exwercising the right of wary for laying telecom
imfrastructure such as cables in public as well =
l:un::pr-npcrt]. It als spells out emergency
measures the porvernment can take in the
imerest of national security and public safety
such 2 infercept messages,
telecommamication services as well & take
temporary possession of any ielsoommurhcation
service or network. The Bill also states that ks
will be framed o protect consumers with the
setting up of a 1o Not Disturb’ register o
ensure they don't receree a5 clams of
messages without prior consent.

The Hill governs a whole host of services,
imcluding over-the-top servioes sisch as
Whatsapp, Telegram amd email services like
Grmail through a broad definstion for
‘telecommunication’ u&ud:ngn!n:s
“iransmission, emission or reception of amy

(@)

‘Intercepion
ol risssges
will enalshe
inliscri-
i
surveillance
amd wenken

online safiety”

messages, by wire, radio, optical or other
elecinrmagnetic systems, whether or not such
messages have been subjected o
realTARgEment, fomputation or other processes
bymyrnﬂmml}!muent’l}uu
, emission ar receprion.” This wast
deﬁnrh.nueu:kdutnrrymrnn:pgwt}m
India has 1o comply with the low. The Bl ako
mu'h:ﬂu&&u'n:hnemmgmﬁmh:\m
authorisation regime, where all
telecommunication services in India “shall
obtain an athorisaton from the Central
mwnmmm“m
conditinm, ing fiees or charges, 25 may be
prescribed” Amyone who offers a service
without authorisation will face an Imprisonment
d'ﬁmhmmmaﬁwdupmu:mm
= Bill allows the government to assign
specirum for eelecommumicaton through
u:hmﬂuptﬁreumhmdm:lt}u’st
Schedule for which assignmens will be done by
administragve process. The Firs Schedule

manageEment, promating soentific
research and exploration, as well = Global
such as Space X, and Bharti Airiel-badesd
UmeWeh, which bad been pushing for
administratve allocation.

What are the concerns over the Blll?
According to critics, the new
Telerommumicatons Bill, 2007, is dracomian and
provides a legal architecture for mass
surveillance and internet shutdowns. Among its
several comenious clmses i the requirement
thas alll vsers bave o be idenithied throsgh the
e of “verifiable hinmetric based idenisfication
as mary be presoribed” by telecommumication
sErvice Further, it Lm'l:sﬂ:n.l:m
mwmhmyﬂz .
mpprusrnﬂt:nﬂtnfmm.m-:wld
im whistle-blowers as well as joumaliss
wrf:-ﬂglpeﬁt: under anomymity. If users fail i
comply, they will be charged a bhefty penalty
Emmwm{lmﬁmﬁmmpmm
Meloest of thee contentious are
contained in Chapaer 1Y, w gTami=
emergency powers in the Cemtral govermment in
the imterest of public safety and national
security. Section 19 (f) empowers the Central
prvermment to notify “standards and conformity
ASSESSMIET MEesUres~ in respect of enmyption
and data processing in teleommumication,
whj.:hhasnmedqlebu'mgnmm:m:st
catian is incr

pﬂ}udmlr:hmpuumﬂnde

state surveilhnce programmes. The
government s nterest in heealong up emcryprion
of WhatsApp and Sgmal has 1o be seen in the
backdrop of 2 controversy over bsmeli company
N.‘rﬂ-{.n:l.l s 5 [} i

s Pegasus pﬂ:u:: HIEHI!S
wluﬂ:gdmdm‘qummd:
Marendra Modi govermment, Opposition leaders,
lararyers, activists and joomalkiss.

It aksio alkows the Central or a State
wrmudm'g:pdﬁcmw,
inchuding diaster maragement,
interest of public safety bo take “temporany
possession of any telecommmunication servioe or
network”. It cam take over control and
maragement of such services or networks. Ic
an imenept messages on the pretest of
“preventng incitement to the commission of
amy offence”, and direct suspension of
ie}ecommumication ssnvices in axch
dircumstances like the shutdown of Ieemes
seen in Mamipar and Jammu and Kashmir.

How has the industry received the Bill?
Llum;:.ruidn:&l.lul:.rum Azzociation af

Incdia have welonmed the provisions in the Bill
thiat bring uniformity across Staies in temms of
ng}u:nt"la]. rules and regulations, along with
raies. These, they say, will aloo address
providers, uﬁhi.l.:gappmgdd:nrp amd
deploymen lecom infrastructure on private
property. The telecommunication =
it conssdered part of the property for

tansactions or and bence the Bill
is aleo welcomed for pr relief to the
mﬁmmtnnﬂmryfmm: adiditional
exoriitant tax burden.

The Indian Space Assodation has thanked the
government for inchuding saellite-based
comemmication networks for allocation of
spectnam by administraties method. It sys that
thie move wall *hel spurg:rmlhlnl:'henmﬂ.:
‘speIce sechor.. help drive imnovation,
et opponunies fnr start-ups, and

Foursdation, the Intermes Fresdom Foumdation
and the Internet Press Institute have written o
Telecom Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw and
unsderlined that imerception of messge will
enahle “indiscriminaie surveillance" amd
weaken online safety. The groups say that the
mﬂaumummh{:huumdd?ahhyd
service prividers to offer strong encrypion, and
develop privacy-respecting innovations.
Tbe:fﬂ'm'it}'mn‘q)mddwiu:mﬂh:s
been granted without dwelling over procedural
safeguards recommended by the Sopreme Comn
a5 well as the Parliamentary Standing
‘Committes an Information and Techmalogy. The
-_E:lupsh:w m#wlhﬂlm

it hdrzwn in Rz et
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What's the latest blip in India-Maldives ties?

Why has the government of Mohamed Muizzau decided against renewing a hydrographic survey

reement with India? What are the implications, coming soon after a pledge to send back Indlian
troops stationed in the Indian Ocean archipdagy?

The story so far:
arbier this moath, the Maldves Cabinet
dcadnd?mlmn a
erstandin g (Moll)
wlhmdulotcwpnmm
The agr which was signed
hmlsumxmmhMme
after newly elected President Mohamed
Mutzns's pledgre 10 send back Indian troops
stationed in the Indian Ocean
:nmgn,lhcm-nsyuamhu
indication of his government's intention to
reverse the former raham Mobamed Solih
administration’s ‘India first” palicy.

What is hydrography?

Bt is the science of studying cceans, seas, and

other water bodies, by compiling and analysing

data, maps, and dharts. Branching off from
sciences, it looks at measuring and

(.

over time. While & & said to be undertaken
pramarily for safeety of mavigation, it also
suppocts ather actvities, such as economic
devdupmen security and defence, scientific
research, and environmental protection.
m&nmhdmnuluden&l.

Going by
recent
cvens, it
appeans as
if New
Dethi will
have 1o
brace for a
challenging
phase of &s
Male
partnership

28] - ? ? re >
Terse relations: Priene Ninisiar Narvad @ Modt with the President of the
Naldives Mohamed Mulzzu dudng COP-28, in LAE, 0n Decemior Lem

current and wave informaton.

What is Inclia’s expertise?

india has been an active member of the
Intermanional Hydrographic Organtzation (IHO)
since 1955. The Indian Naval Hydrographic

I (INHD) was established in 1874 in
ldla;nstbenndiwhhw
surveys and has a fleet of indgenously buile
modern survey ships. India partners with many
countries in the Indian Ocean Region and
A&mzﬂmmmnnﬁz
Maumils.

Kenya, and
$ri Lanka. Mnxdmglmhcmn) s rale has
broadened over time, owing to the hei
gbhlcharmdh;&tg:phymd"s
growing potential 2 2 force mukiplier” in terms
of maritime diplomacy. Personned from 39
countries have trained at the National Instituse
of Hydrography, functioning under the INHD.

Why was the 2019 Mol significant?

The Mol was signed m June 2009, during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's state visit to the
Maldives. It was Mr. Modi’s second visit to the
Idives since he participased at Presid
Solil’s swearing-in ceremony in 2018, Mooths
before the time the MoU was inked, President
Solth and the Makdnian Democratic Party
(MDP) had secured 2 landslide win in the general
elections. The two Indian Ocean nedghb

all agreements with foreign parties that are
! | to or endanger the national seqarity
of the Maldmves. “t & in the best interest of
Makdivian that this capacity &
improved within our own military, entrusting

them with the respoasibilities of survedling and
policing our waters, and excluding the

participation of any foreign in sach an
endeavour,” u'u;;’&cremp?&r:?mbhckky
Mobamed Firzul told 2 media conference.

The mesage aj t0 be in line with Mr.
Mlnm'shm:d ion campaign, pledging to
rcm\ehhanlmopsfmmﬂuamﬂrymd
“restoring the Makdives's sovereignty”. Once he
assumed charge, the core demmand of the ‘india
Ul.l anwledbvfawhudal“ﬂh

i Muixzu's

;2

in Pn
ﬁmmdtﬁmlmmxwemu

How has India responded?
In s first response yet to the Cabines decision,
the Ministry of External Affairs on Thursday said
India had 1 “proven track record” in the field.
“Let me just say that India has a proven track
record in the field of hydrography. And we have
also been cooperating with many countries in
the indian Ocean region on hydrography and
various elements related to that. The benefits 1o
E‘! rtner countries are visible, 1 woulkd Bke o just
it at thae," spokesperson Arindam
told the weekly media conference.

What does this mean for India-Maldives ties?
Going by recent developments, # appears as if
New Delhi will have to brace for a dhallenging
phase of its Male partnership. Maldwes 52
member of the Colombo Security Condave, an
aimed at enkhs g Indian Ocean

Mmm&hchdhademrmguhy

d to close
de&nrundmammcmnh) Tbeﬁmmees:ng
of the Joint Commission an Hydrography was

mmmy,dmmduduu&.sn
Lanka, and Mauritius. However, earlier this
manth, the Maldives skipped the Latest round of
the Conclave’s NSAdevel meet beld in Mauriius.

hddmdunaldnrsms;-puntamm NmN,.lmmdedwnh!hhmn
Following the Vice-P bamed Latheef s visit
mﬁmMemNDn;ndduuuhnw\yh\e to China, to attend the China-lndian Ocean
carried out three joint hydrographic surveys in Region Forum on Development Cooperation,
202, 2022, and 2023, uimhesndd\emidnuwx‘emm

explare novel ey wad
Why has the Cabinet decided ag; with China®. The MEA's response to
mmmd-eagmmu’ :bcmmlumddrﬂddnu'sm

While President Muizzu has not made a
stasement specifically on the Mol on the jaint
hydrographic survey, a senior oficial wold
Maldivian media that the decision was aligned to
the current administration’s pledge to termimase

hic inttiative with india, pointed to
New Delhi’s belief that its neighbours should ap
the “benefits™ of India’s exp How 2t will
mvpmdnd:amummm
m!mnncdlbaxwﬂlbcchsd)wsdmi
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The rebel who became the ruler

Sheikh Hasina

A former tough opposition leader who fought Ershad's military regime in the 1980s, the Awami League chief who is seeking to extend her rule for another five vears is
facing the heat as Opposition parties have threatened to boveott the elections citing government interference in the process

A & S

Kallol Bhattacherjee Pakistani military to crush the Continuing with the Shahbag pirit, | THE GIST
democratic aspirations of the winmer ber government kept up the heat an -
n Apeil 30, 1991, a cyclone of general election - the Awami collaborators in the ide and Whes Sheibh was
hhmﬂh&sﬁ League, under Sheikh Mugjih, hanged a number of| including MM.,::.‘,“'
-mhmfnmy father. The Awami League, which took Motiur Rahman Nizimd and Mir 1975, Hating was in West
after the birth of Eangladesh mngmudjam:flﬁmnxns Ganmany. Laser, she took
mdeepﬂ:’:ldnu\doﬁh: mgmwmw:d That year, extremism posed the uﬁg::mlllunynn
nearly severrhour-loeg cyclone, at 1971, represented the young and toughest challenge to Hasina with the
Jeast 1,40,000 people were left dead. restless. of East Ishamic State attack an the Haley -
Sheikh Hasina, then the leader of the ‘When Mujib was asassinated on Arttan Bakery of Dhaka. She vowed to onuqn,ll.LH&hi
opposition Awami League, Augnast 15, 1975, Ms. Hasina was in West contime her i
reached the affecied areas near Germany. She and her sister Rehana. tesrorists which bey than, the 4
Chittagong before the Government of | survived the massacre that wiped owt with her rule. A tough fighter whohad | giocted her i absentia ¢ its
the Natioealist (ENF) inch thear taken on a mili in the Ganarah
mﬁwmmm hewﬂm “‘*G hdu;‘yymbemnza Sacreuey
Minister Khaleda Zia should take moral Ah!he&p.klh-mmk and acquired a front -
resporsihiity for failing to peovide in Indlia for six years. This rank as ooe of the Jongest ruling n 1950, shejoined hands with
timedy assistance 10 the people and %wd future the world. u%::ﬂmm
resign immedately, Ms. Hasima Prime Minister. In this phase, Ms. 20 mobilie Mass protests
demanded. The images of Ms. Hasina Hasina struck a friendship with Election controversy aganst Ershad's regime and
an the Coogress leader Pranab Mukherjee There has no indications eventually forcod the &ctator
Bangladesh drove ber imo the | and the Gandhis of India. the party so far about who might %0 resign
centre of a grieving naticn. The ENP On May 17, 1981, Ms. Hasim succeed Ms. Hasina. Her san Sajech
sensed a growing theeat, and violent to Banghdesh. By then, the Wazed Joy, an entreprene
atacks targeted Ms. Hasina m the Amnlnguelndehnz Mn’:"u-nmhawbd:hh :mmmw
ing months. szﬁsmmym the beadines. Ms. Saima Gcfaatod the BAP in genasal
Earlier, on November 10, 1587, the battle against the Ershad regime was became the South East Asia Regional ahactions, paning the way foe
police of military ruler Mohammed tough and the bartle against the Zia Dmxohhewahl-kﬂﬂl tha first 3arm of Prime Miskster
Ershad had targeted her, which killed government was no Jess. Ms. '3
three of her young colleagues from the | widow of former ruler Za-ar nepotism. However, for the veteran
student wing of the Anami League. Rahman who founded the BNP, tried leader, succession is mot yet a priocity.
Sensing that a deeply and 0 corer Ms. Hasina s attacks The coming election is afready in
confissed military dictator was failing continued. But the Za government imternational focus as the BNP has
in governance, Ms. Hasina and Ms. Za | could not recover from the blow of the planned 10 boyeott the palls once
together in 1967. The two were and the BNP was defeated in ﬂ Hasima
known to be opposed o each other. election of 1996, paving the way for will not be the repeat of the past
Yea, they formed an alliance, asking the first term of Prime Mingster Sheikh jents as that
democracy. in the winter of Hasina. The rebel became the nler. provision in the Constitution has been
the HasinaZia dwo mobilised removed. The BNP, bowever,
lakhs of people in Dhaka, shaking the with India 2 *pewtral government” before polling.
foundations of Ershad'’s regime. 1n 19697, Ms. Hasina concluded As pressure mounts on ber,
Ershad Water Shar is all set to hold the
:mm.hnhzﬁ«:d Wc‘gthIhmmhn whdxmmzm‘mhs
pressure, be resigned an il 2026. She alse the phin sent emissaries abroad to invite
December 4. in the February 1950 for building the ambitiows bridge observers and diplosmats and promased
election, the BNP came to power, and across the Padma in this tenure. She a fair contest. Despite her assurances,
Ms. Hasina emenged as the main reached out to the Chakmas in the around 14 parties, inchuding the BNP,
oppasition keader. The cydone of Aprll | Chitagong Hill Tract and concluded a are boyootting the election. With the
that year gave Ms. Hasina the: y on December 2, 1997 with ol Padma bridge, and a series
) lp wanted. ) &mwuu.;vﬂmmlm of pew arports :ndmmm Ms.
Loag before the 1961 cyclone, the Samshati Samiti. Despite striki . The p Hasina sh T
coastal part of the was several right notes, Ms. Hasina Jost the | this time, Ms. Hasina was jafle th ‘Inruhru:ry while seeking re-election, though there
devastated in the winter of 1970 by 2001 election that a s whi sentence for is economic stress and criticism of 2
cyclone ‘Bhala’. For days, the , 1o a four-party gain public sympathy. The election )lallil.nbohduduyaﬁc crackdown on ¢
government of Yahya Khan, sitingina | alliance led by the BNP, oa December 29, returned sentence. in December that year, opposition. It remains to be seen ¥ Ms.
" distant ishimabad, did not kow the Jamaat-e-Islami, Jatiya Party (Manju) ber to power. This time, she returned Mollah was hanged. Ms. Hasina Hasima, the former rebed, would be
scale of the devastation. The apathy of | and Islamic Jote. to take of her returned to power in 2014 in an totest her popularity in the
the Khan government was The BNPled government became with india and reached an i election that was: the ofa “free and fair election”
MN'FL e b ity i K alleged mTeen)w:uMM WWKWWZW :ﬁwmmduoppm to join the
Searchlight that was kunched by the suppart that it ided 10 the d i and survey for | sealed the LBA with Inda. race at the hist
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India’s $60 billion man-made textile
sector reels from Chinese imports glut

Rising imports of MMF fabric and higher domestic prices of fibres are severely impacting local spinners. knitters, weavers and processors as they are

unable to supply at competitive prices; the brunt of the impact has been on manufacturers, both for the domestic market and export-oriented units

COIMBATORE

or almost a year

now, India’s major

|=mlelmbsufl.ud
hiana, Surat, and Erode

lenge: rising imports, or ar-
guably arge-scale
dumping, of man-made
fibre (MMF) fabrics that is
affecting a sector valued at
about $60 billion.

Rajesh Bansal, a Gbric
processor in  Ludhiana,
took his friends from Nag-
pur recently to a retail out-
let to buy fleece. “Of the six
pieces shown to us, four
were froen China,” be says.

“China dumps fabric
and this creates problems.”
asserts  Ashok Jirawala,
president of the Federation
of Gujarat Weavers Asso-
ciation. “We ran our weav-
ing units to full capadty
and now we have unsold
stocks. So, we plan to cut
production by 20"

C. hgna!han who
weanves fabrics in Erode,
imports viscose yarn from
China. *When the prices
were US0 a kg for Indian
yarn, | got it for 25 a kg
from China. Only for the
last one month Chinese
prices are higher. The Chi-
nese sellers are now offer-
ing the current price for a
vear,” he observes.

In the kst three years,
MMF fabric impoets, which
attract mostly 20% duty,
have doubled and most of
it is knitted synthetic fa-

brics, contends R K. Vij, se-
cretary general of the Po-
Iyester Textile Apparel
Industry Association.
According  to data
shared by Mr. Vij, in 2019-
2020 (April to March),
about 325 toanes of fabric
were imported every day
from China at $4.61 a kg.
The wlume increased to
887 tonnes a day in the
Aprikjune quarter of this
Escal and the average value
was about $2.50 a kg Of
this, value of knitted or
crocheted dyed fabrics
made of synthetic fibee was
just $1.4 (about Wik a ke
Itis mxjuu'mpons but
“under mvoicing of im
pom:dﬁnuhedhbtx:dm
5 2 major issue.” notes Mr.

rance of fabrics that are
priced below a certain va-

fibres are severely impact-
ing Jocal spinners, knitters,
weavers and processors as
they are unable to supply
at competitive prices. This
has hit both, the local and
export manufacturers, and
the downstream industry
is sakl to be operating at
only 70% capacity.

Quick trade estimates
for November from the
Confederation of Inxlian
Textile Industry (CITD
show that expaort of man-
made yam, fabrics, and
made-ups were 7.33% low-

Fraying finances: Buyers have rodeced poces by 2215 a metre in
the 125t one year, says 2 loom owner in Palladam. mve now

er year-on-year. For April-
November, the decline was
2312%.

In 200718, fabrics domi-
nated India’s total MMF ex-
ports with 33% share,
while yarn made up 32%,
as per a study on the Minis-
try of Textiles website. In-
dia’s share in global MMF
trade wass 2.7% in 2019.

“Indian textiles is predo-
minantly cotton based”
says 2 Tamil Nadu-based
viscose products producer,

who spoke on condition of

anomymity. “We could not
bring much innovation in
MMF products. China,
Thailand, Korea have been
the innovators,” he adds.
“We were out-priced on
the raw material front for
the kst 15 years. We do
small value additions. With

the China + | strategy, there
is a big push from western
brands but we do not have
the capabilities. China is
the biggest player in MMF.
It is desperate to sell its raw
material at any cost as its
customers are looking at
other countries for sourc-
ing it. China determines
the international prices.”

The viscose products
producer says, given Chi-
na's dominance, India's in-
troduction of Quality Con-
trol Orders (QC(X) on MMF
fihresis h

tory for these products,
even if they are imported.

“QO0s killing industry’
“The QCOs are killing the
industry,”  says Rakesh
Mehra, Chairman, OTL
“The government should
bave startedd with QCOs for
garments. That is left open
[for imports] and it has in-
troduced QCOs for fibre.
This has led to fbre prices
going up. What shoukd be
of good quality is what
touches the skin. But, that
[garment and fabrics] i
imported withowt any
quality coatrol. One has to
do a deep stixdy on the
prices and imports. The in-
dustry is for QCOs and
good quality, But, it should
be introduced first at the
garment stage.” adds Mr.
Mehra

And, this is a view
echoed by mast of the
MMF plyers that The Hin-
diu spoke to.

Any textile mill that pro-
duces MMF yarn (polyester
oc viscose) should get the
yamn tested for BIS stan-
dards. "How can a small-
scale mill spend lakhs on
testing,” asks a small-scale
textile mill owner, speak-
ing va coaditivn of ano-
ny'mi\ *It should not be

the entire \iur chain.

The government has in-
troduced QCOs an polyes-
ter aw materials, polyes-
ter fibre and yarn, and
viscose Bbre, making Bu-
rean of Indian Standards
(BIS) certification manda-

y at the yamn
stage " he adds.

By extension, the QCOs
on fibre imports & denying
the market of high quality
fabrics.

A viscose yarn producer

says A garment exporter in
Tiruppur showed 3 sample

that he claimed was a
branded speciality fabric.
On closer examination, it
turned out to be a blend of
mylon and viscose. *No one
really checks. The sellers
are using brand mames o
push any type of blended
fabric into the market,”
adds the yarn producer,
who does not wish to be

MSMEs on edge

Almost a year of dedining
orders and high prices
have put MSME units' &-
mances on edge.

“I weave rayon fabric
and sell it to local traders
who sell in the north In-
dian markets,” s Aro-
chamy, a weaver in Palla-
dm who operates
automated Jooms. “The
buyers have reduced the
prices by 12 to 15 2 metre
in the last one year. For ev-
ery three looms, there
should be one worker. |
now have one person to
man five looms. A fitter
asks for 130,000 a month
s salary. | cannot afford it.
This affects the quality of
the fabric,” he adds.

“I used to pay ¥ lakh a
month as electricity charg-
es for the auto looms wnit,”
says Mr. Jaganathan. “That
has increased to 36 lakh
now. Similardy, labour costs
have shot up too. In Erode,
auto loom units should pay
almost 3,000 a day 0 a
worker,” he adds.

(This is the third of a
Sour-part series. Full report
at: hitps: it hydSwGMsG)
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